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might not take up arms, would act as spies to the enemy, and
as secret foes. When the war broke out we had only 12,000
troops in South Africa. Strong reinforcements were on their
way across the sea, but before they could arrive there was no
knowing what irreparable mischief might be done if the com-
bined commandos of the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State were to fall swiftly and fiercely upon Natal and Cape
Colony, and, with the help of Dutch rebels, endeavour to
carry out their boast of driving the British into the sea.
Such were the naturally anxious thoughts of many people
whose farms and homesteads would be the first to bear the
brunt of Boer invasion.

Nevertheless, there was no * attack of nerves' even among
those who had most to lose. Hardy young colonials left their
farms and enrolled themselves in volunteer regiments, to do
gallant work under the name of the Natal Rifles and Natal
Mounted Police, and many of the wealthy *city men* of
Johannesburg, who had been the first to protest against the
tyranny and corruption of the Boer Government, showed they
were willing to fight for their cause by joining the now
famous Imperial Light Horse.

Nearly all these loyalists were a part of the main army,
concentrated at the important railway junction of Ladysmith,
under General Sir George White, upon whom the duty fell of
holding back the Boers until the arrival of the reinforcements.
The regular troops consisted of the 2nd Gordon Highlanders,
the ist Gloucesters, the ist Liverpools, the 2nd Royal Rifles,
and the and Rifle Brigade, with some splendid^ cavalry, con-
sisting of the 5th Dragoons, 5th Lancers, and a detachment
of the igth Hussars, in addition to the mounted volunteers.
For artillery there were the 2ist, 42nd, and 53rd Batteries of
Field Artillery, No. 10 Mounted Battery, the Natal Field
Batteries, and the 23rd company of Royal Engineers. In all,
this little army numbered about 8,000 men, and Sir George
White was aided by Sir Archibald Hunter, General French,
and General Ian Hamilton.